
 
 

OLD CODGERS COLUMN 

 
 
 
Last Call for La Traviata!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Bit of Culture for Those Who may be Interested 

 
La Traviata was composed by Italian 
Giuseppe Verdi, one of the supreme 
operatic masters of the 19th century.  
Verdi was born at Roncole, October 
10th 1813.  After studying in Milan he 
produced his first opera, Oberto in 
1839.  His early operas displayed an 
original and lively talent and a 
promising sense of the dramatic.   His 
most famous contributions to the 
Italian School of Opera are Rigoletto 

(1851), Il  Trovatore (1853) and La 
Traviata (1853).  Aida, produced in 
1871, is of a different type, a 
development in style, and shows the 
influence of Wagner, with richer and 
more imaginative orchestration.   His 
work is highly dramatic and theatrical 
and owes its popularity to this and to 
its notable rhythm.  His most famous 
sacred choral work is The Requiem, 
written in 1874.   Verdi died in Milan 
January 27th 1901. 
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APOLOGIES & GUESTS TO JOHN RUGGIERO - TEL 44551066 
by 1.00PM TUESDAYS 

 
TONIGHT'S PROGRAM  
 
Committees and fellowship followed by a Board meeting 
 
Fellowship:  Sid Turnbull and Joe Puglisi 
 
NEXT WEEK'S PROGRAM ï 15

th
 April 2008 ï Vol 49/40 ï LADIES NIGHT 

 
Guest Speaker: Colin McFarlane (Operation Cleft) 
Introduction:  Ross Wade 
Vote of Thanks: Bob White 
Fellowship:  Robin Cantrill and Alison Tyquin 
 
FUTURE PROGRAMS ï 22

nd
 April 2008 ï Vol 49/41 

 
Guest Speaker: Milton Lay (Kokoda Experience)  
Introduction:  Clive Cross 
Vote of Thanks: Peter Culham 
Fellowship:  George Chittick and Bernie Cowley 
 
ROSTERED DUTIES 
 
If a member nominated for a particular duty is unable to fulfil this function, 
please arrange a replacement and let the bulletin editor know. 
 
BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: 
 
Birthdays:  Our Club 10/4 
Anniversaries: John & Irene Coburn 9/4 
 
BBQ ROSTER  
 

Issa Shalhoub  Wednesday 09/04, Saturday 12/04 & Monday 14/04 
Alison Tyquin  Wednesday 16/04, Saturday 19/04 & Monday 21/04 
Ary Van Der Lely Wednesday 23/04, Saturday 26/04 & Monday 28/04 
 
 
 
 
 
 



President Rob opened the last meeting (attendance 97%) asked Dick Crouch to 
lead us in Rotary Grace, Craig Saunders to propose the Loyal Toast, then 
welcomed Club Guest Stuart Carless.  Rob reported on last weekôs meeting, an 
excellent roll up, enjoyed by all.   Further to the recommendation by DG Bernie 
Rodgers last week on the possible Community Service Award for our Clubôs 
Blessing of the Fleet project, Rob reported that this could now be classed as a 
ñRotary Significant Achievement Awardò.  More later, after discussion with DG 
Bernie.  Rob also advised that we will make it a Ladies night April 15

th
 to hear 

guest speaker Colin McFarlane, and that our Clubôs Change Over will be at the 
Hilltop Golf Club, June 24

th
. 

 
Secretary Craig Saunders read out all incoming correspondence, one in 
particular a request from Noahôs Ark for a donation to assist with the Purchase of 
playground equipment.  Craig advised that the Clubôs Board has already approved 
a donation of $750.00 towards this project.   Craig also reminded members that our 
Clubôs Rotary shirts are available through him at a cost of $25.00. 
 
Treasurer Peter advised the Cardgame Fundraiser prize now up to $547.83, also 
the breakdown of the proceeds from the Blessing of the Fleet will be available 
soon.   Peter did report that the Jumping Castle had raised well over $700.00, a 
good result.   
 
PP Geoff Muir reminded members that exchange student, Karen will be staying 
with him and Sue until she goes home early July, so let us get her out and about 
for her remaining time here. 
 
Vocational Service Director Clive Cross advised the Pride of Workmanship 
Award night will be possibly April 29

th
 more later, also Bowel Scan kits not selling 

as well as expected, so fellows, lets get behind this project. 
 
International Service Director Phil Binns looking for items of stationery, pencils, 
rubbers, books etc to send to under privileged children in Ubud.  Phil advised an 
anonymous lady heard of our project and donated $400.00 worth of books etc. 
 
Club Service Director Phil Brown read out a thank you letter from the Blessing of 
the Fleet runner up, and an e-mail from Jan Shalhoub, congratulations on the 
Clubôs Easter Parade involvement.    Phil advised District Assembly this coming 
weekend in Bowral, then went through the next Districtôs budgets figures. 
 
Member Issa Shalhoub spoke again on the ñLa Traviataò promotional night, only a 
couple of weeks away, April 19

th
.   He is still waiting on 20 members to let him 

know one way or another, canôt win can you, a pretty poor response. 
 
Almoner Wayne gave his report - Kevin Desreaux still under chemo & battling on. 
 
Sergeant Wayne with Alan collecting had a quiet session, President Rob 
nominated for $500.00 on the dunking machine, but declined for several reasons 
(had his good clothes on!!), John Coburn only charging 75 cents for a pregnant 

lady (and her offspring) on the Jumping Castle, John Hozack seen jogging then 
swimming, identified by his face, not his body, Phil Binns quote ñonly got a short 
oneò when asked for his Directors report (we all have our problems, and it has 
been chilly these mornings), Trevor Schofield takes out the Dale Wilford Award. 
 
Card Game Fundraiser No 55 Geoff Muir but fortunately ï no joker. 
 
Our Guest Speaker Stuart Carless was introduced by PDG Werner Pohl.  In his 
introduction, Werner spoke of the month of April being magazine month, and since 
1981 we have had our own publication, Rotary Down Under, so it is appropriate 
that our guest speaker tonight has been connected with the media industry for over 
20 years, and knows what is necessary to produce a magazine like our RDU.   
Before starting his talk, Stuart congratulated our Club on itôs involvement in this 
yearôs Blessing of the Fleet festival.   It was a credit to everyone involved and the 
community has been presented with something that can only get bigger and better 
in years to come.  It was 12 months ago, Stuart was at our Club, introducing 
himself as the new Editor of the Times, now he has 53 editions behind him and an 
overall 600 as an Editor.  Stuart gave us an excellent talk on his life as a journalist 
from his beginnings up to the present date, putting to bed the impressions most of 
us may have that all journalists are the stereotypical beer swilling extroverts with 
bad hats and bad manners.  Stuart covered a multitude of journalistic experiences, 
which resulted in a lengthy question time, after which the Vote of Thanks was given 
by Dick Crouch and Stuart was presented with our Clubôs Werner carving. 
 
President Rob thanked all present for their attendance, reminded us of the Ladies 
Night 15 April and also of the ñLa Traviataò presentation April 19

th
, then closed a 

good meeting at 8.35pm. 
 
 
Dick Crouch, Stuart Carless and Werner Pohl 


